For Immediate Release - 2nd May 2005

Successful debut for Saker at Winton Raceway in the AMRS GT/Sports Intermarque Challenge.

This past weekend saw the successful debut of the Saker SVS GT Race car of John Biddlecombe competing in the opening round of the AMRS GT/Sports Intermarque Challenge, with young gun Luke Youlden behind the wheel. 

The first practice session on Saturday suggested it was going to be an exciting weekend for the number 22 Saker, with Luke putting down only three laps to finish with a quickest time for the session of 1:25.43, almost two seconds ahead of David Stevens in his Porsche GT2R.

The second practice session saw the Saker put in another three laps, the quickest being 1:26.65. Luke was happy with the car’s setup and was confident the car was capable of quicker times, so it was decided to put the car away for qualifying.

The first qualifying session again saw Youlden in the Saker heading the timing boards with the session’s fastest lap of 1:25.15, with Stevens in the GT2R 1.16 seconds behind. Five to six laps saw the field spread out and create plenty of traffic, so with a comfortable fastest time in the session, it was decided to save the car and the tyres for the final qualifying session of the day.

Youlden hit the track running in the final qualifying session and put down four quick laps, the final one putting all doubts aside and cracking the 24’s with a blistering 1:24.61. Stevens’ GT2R didn’t run the final qualifying session, so the sakercars.com.au Saker was put away after its fourth lap to start Sunday’s races on a very convincing pole position.

The start of the first race saw a frantic drag race between Youlden and Stevens into turn one, but with the inside line and superior corner speed, the number 22 Saker held its position to lead the field for the first five laps. With consistent 1:26 lap times, Youlden was opening a gap of over a second a lap to Stevens, until a misfire under power saw the car slow and its lead gradually diminish to finish in fourth position, but with a fastest lap for the race of 1:26.06.

The problem was thought to be fuel surge, so a full tank of fuel and some other minor changes were made to the car to see it start the second race from the second row of the grid. Some skilful driving by Youlden made it look all too easy, as he proceeded to round up the three cars ahead of him and be leading the race half way through the first lap. A safety car for laps two and three saw the racing recommence on lap four, and again Youlden stormed ahead with consistent 1:26s, but again the misfire slowed the car in the latter stages of the race to see the Saker finish in second position behind Stevens. Another fastest lap for the race of 1:26.45 was little consolation for Youlden and the Saker team, who immediately went to work on the car to try and resolve the misfire issue.

A number of changes were made to the car’s electricals and the Saker started the 14 lap final race from the front row, alongside Stevens. The inside line into turn one helped the GT2R hold its position, however Youlden was again leading the race halfway through the first lap and was again creating a huge gap back to Stevens at well over a second a lap. However, lap five saw the return of the dreaded misfire sound and the Saker was pulled in on lap seven to avoid any unnecessary damage to the engine, to give a very frustrating DNF in the third race. Youlden’s second lap was again the fastest of the race, with a 1:26.11.

The misfire problem is thought to be fuel related, either with the pump or a fuel vaporisation issue, and although this problem prevented the Saker team from converting their superior car speed into wins on the day, the weekend was still considered a big success. To come away from its debut outing with pole position, an unofficial lap record and fastest laps in almost every session, is no mean feat for the Saker team against some very tough and experienced competition. Some development and testing on the car in the coming weeks will see the Saker SVS GT all set to put in a strong showing at the next round of the Intermarque Challenge, scheduled for July 2nd and 3rd at Queensland Raceway. 

Stay tuned…..
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